Appendix.

and now it ended by the malice of Satan. Some cause of it was
complaints against ns preferred to the B. of London [Aylmer], for
which cause I was called up to London and examined of it; but
the chiefest cause was the death of some of our brethren and
their departure from us to other places. Praised be God
for ever.

COMMISSION ron DEPOPULATION, AUGUST 27, 1607.

James [&c.] To our right trusty and right well-beloved Cousin
and Councillor, Thorn as, Earl of Exeter, our Lieutenant of the County
of Northampton, and to our trusty and well-beloved, Sir Antony
Mildmay, Knight [and seven others] greeting.    Know ye that We,
being given to understand that there are in many parts of our
realm of England, and namely in our said County of Northampton,
many dwelling-houses pulled down, let to decay 3 standing void
and uninhabited on the grounds that of former times belonged to
dwelling-houses  dismembered and taken from them, and great
quantities   of ground  heretofore used for  arable converted  to
pasture; by which and many other sinister and corrupt practices
and devices our realm is in many parts wasted and depopulated to
the grievance of our people and the damage of our estate, and
against the ancient common laws and statutes of our realm ; . . .
Therefore, for the especial trust and confidence by us reposed in
your approved fidelities, wisdoms, and circumspections, We have
chosen . . . and appointed you to be our Commissioners, and by
these presents do give unto you or any five or  more   of you,
Whereof two of you the said Thomas, Earl of Exeter, [and four
others] to be two, full power and authority to inquire as well
by the oaths of twelve or more lawful men of our said County of
Northampton, as well within liberties as without, and by examina-
tion of witnesses to be produced or called before you [&c.] by the
precept or commandment of you or any two or more of you, as by
all other good and lawful ways and means whatsoever as by your
- wisdoms and discretions shall be thought meet, of all matters . . .
specified in certain articles concerning the premises annexed to
this our Commission, according to the . . . true meaning of the
same articles, and in such manner and form as in and by the same
articles is prescribed and appointed; And therefore We command
you that at certain days times and places, which you or any such
five or more of you as aforesaid shall appoint in this behalf, ye [&c,]
do make diligent inquiry . . . upon the premises . . .

[2] And further we will [&c.] that the same inquisition and